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and the deficiencies of his ships meant impending
disaster.    That gallant but incapable commander
knew it also, and on his advice Li hurriedly stiffened
his personnel with a handful of brave and faithful
foreigners   in   the   Chinese   Government's   service.
Without the leadership and courageous example of
Herr   von   Hanneken,   Captains   Tyler,   McGiffen>
McClure, and other Europeans, there would have been
no stand against the enemy, but only an ignominious
flight and fiasco.   Herr von Hanneken, after narrowly
escaping death on the  Kowsbing (July 25th)? was
appointed chief of stafi and " adviser " to Admiral
Ting.   From Wei-hai-wei he reported to the Viceroy
in August that the fleet was practically destitute of
ammunition, and he urged that the arsenals at Tient-
sin should be ordered to forward a full supply of shells
with all speed.   But the shells were not in stock, and
no amount of activity on the part of Mr. Stewart and
the foreign staff could provide the quantity required.
The fleet went forth in September with fourteen shells
per gun, and these loaded with light practice charges.
The notorious Chang P?ei-lun, Lf s son-in-law and
champion " squeezer " of his Yamen, was at this time
in   charge  of  the  Ordnance   Supply  Department.
China's naval defeats were  caused partly  by his
wholesale peculations and partly by the treacherous
cowardice of the sea-going officers who connived at
his dishonesty and shared his plunder.

Two years before the war li Hung-chang, tirged
by Herr voa Hanneken, had sanctioned an order for
the purchase from Krupp's of a large quantity of
heavy shells for the ten-inch guns of the two ironclads
Chen Tuen and ling Yuen. But the order was never
executed, for Chang P*ei-Iun disapproved of wasting